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War Hero Maximillian Greystone Named Duke of
Ravenholt

L ast month, Baron Maxi-
millian Greystone of
Westmarch was named
Duke of Ravenholt, filling
the seat recently vacated by
the tragic death of Duke
Alaric Malinruin. In a
solomn ceremony, His
Royal Highness Prince
Kevynn Blackfox led Baron
Greystone through a cer-
emony inwhich hepublicly
accepted his Land Bond

quest. HRH Prince Kevynn
then gifted Duke Grey-
stone with an amulet
crafted by King Mykel’'s
own smithsasasymbol of
his commitment to work
withthenew Dukein hold-
ing together the Duchy in
this time of need. Grey-
stone, aswith DukeAlaric
before him, accepted the
title honorably, stating that
he proudly accepted his

Chags Gate Opensin
Westmarch

This New Year's Day, a
number of Ravenholt trav-
elers gathered near the es-
tate of a deceased former
nobleof Evendarr knownas
Rosehart. Rosehart wasin-
volvedindealingswiththe
Black Rose. Hisestatewas
destroyed after his death,
but mysterioudly, appeared
to have been rebuilt over-
night near theturning of the
year, andtherewererumors
of hauntingsand of undead
in the area. Numerous ad-
venturers gathered to ex-
plore it, to deal with the

undead threat, and to seek
out treasure that might oth-
erwise be left there. Oth-
ersweredriventotakeshe-
terinanearby inn by afe-
rociousblizzard.

The travelers amost im-
mediately discovered that
al was not as it seemed.
The inn was haunted by
strange invisible spirits
which may have been some
form of CHaos elemental.
The proprietor of the inn
himself appeared to be an
insubstantial spirit. Most
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guest to rebuild thelands of
Ravenholt.

In hisfirst official act af-
ter the ceremony, Duke
Greystonenamed Sir Jason
Askani tothe post of Baron
Regent of Westmarch. He
then charged Barons
Moonwind and Johannwith
the task of helping the
Baron Regent Askani and
the Minotaur clans clear
and rebuild the decimated

lands of lower Westmarch
and Capulus.

In an address to those
gathered at the ceremonies,
HRH Prince Kevynn in-
formed the populacethat a
request for assistance has
been sent to Lake Hollum
and that King Mykel isbe-
ing kept apprised of the
Situation aswell.

Thereissomequestion as
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Duke Greystone Announces Multi-
Phase Plan to Rebuild

Ashisfirst act asthe new
Duke of Ravenholt, His
Grace Duke Maximillian
Greystone announced a
multi-tiered plantorebuild
our devastated lands. Hehas
ordered acensus of there-
mai ning popul ace be done
by each Barony, aswell as
a survey of existing re-
sourcesasthefirst stage of
redevelopment. Each Bar-
ony will report on re-
sources it has which are
found to belacking, aswell
as resources it has in ex-
Ccess.

Farmers are asked to re-
port on expectations for
spring plantings. The Ducal
Army and volunteer work-
ers will be sent to help
farmerswho havelost fam-
ily members and support
staff. Anyone with mining
experiencewill beasked to
travel to the interior of
Capulus and Westmarch
and seeabout reopening and
reactivating asmany mines
aspossible.

Ritua componentswill be
rationed until further no-
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to why Baron Moonwind,

who had seniority, was not
granted thetitle, but look-
ing at Duke Greystone's
war record is enough to
make anyone understand
why Prince Kevynnfelt he
wasthe manto rebuild our
desecrated lands. Addition-
aly, whilewe cannot con-
firm it, there are rumors
that HisGrace may in some

Continued from page 1
tice. Anyone with collec-

tions of such items should
turn them in to their local
guildsfor inventory and use
In creating items needed
for therebuilding.
Carpenters and stonema-
sonswill beasked to report
to the capitol city to work
in double shiftsfor the du-
ration of re-
construction.

remote way be related to
the Ravenhurst family.
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importantly, a Gate that was appar-
ently to the Plane of Chaositself had
opened nearby. Many of the adventurerswent
to speak to a powerful Chaos elemental that
resided in the Gate, attempting to discover
what had happened.

The Chaoselementa anditsinvisible® children” or min-
ions, oddly enough, did not seem hostile, though their
behavior was unpredictable and their motives obscure.
Apparently, the Gate had opened when Rosehart at-
tempted aritual of somekind, and the Chaos el emental
twisted it to his own purposes. The elemental referred
to asthe Gatekeeper by the adventureres who encoun-
tered it, spoke of seven Rooms that would come into
phase over hte next few days, each holding Rosehart’s
secrets and lore.

In order to learn how to accessthese roomsand attain
thistreasure trove of knowledge, first the gathered ad-
venturershad to bresk aviscious codethat had beendis-
covered early in the gathering. After many hoursof la-
bor, this was finally accomplished, primarily by
Anastasia, Tyrusof theARC, and Tolarus MacL eod.

Groups were sent to each of the rooms, where papers
were discovered ranging from ritual scrolls - some of
them with entirely new effects - to notes on magical

theory, to philosophy, to coded information that seems
to pertain to Gate creation. Theinformation waslargely
collected and organized by the efforts of Niviene of
Westmarch. Thegroupswere put together under theguid-
ance of Baron Regent Askani and Vladimir of West-
march, Guildmaster AmraAsland Al-Qadim, and later
by Baron Johann, who arrived later with more of his
court. Some of the Rooms held undead guardians so
powerful and viciousthat they had to be ventured two or
three timesw before the heroes of Ravenholt could fi-
nally winthrough.

Rumors had indicated that the Black Rose might bein
the area, and the snowbound travelers discovered that
the power- ul and nefarious undead group wasin-
deed about; they wished to enter the
Room that would open at midnight on
Saturday to obtain someitem or items

that Rosehart had held for them there.

The assembled warriors then faced a

harsh dilemma. They lacked the numbersand

the powr to be certain of surviving aconfron-

tation with the Black Rose, but it was clear

that for the good of the Duchy they must be stopped
from gaining what they sought if at all possible.

Baron Johann led the brave heroeswho werewilling to
try to trap the Black Rose in the Room, which would
seal for ayear after its hour of being in phase was up.
The warriors believed they were going to near-certain
death, but ventured forth anyway, that these vile enemies
of the Duchy of Ravenholt would not triumph unopposed.
A battle ensued against several of the Black Rose'sinfa
mous number, but the undead were in the end able to
escape the Room by way of a strange shadowy curtain
which had been seen in earlier Rooms and which trans-
ported anyonetouchingit to just outsidethe Roomina
random direction. The heroes pursued, but were unable
to catch the undead, who presumably got what they came
for and |eft the area. No lossesweretaken in the battle,
however.

It isuncertain whether the Chaos Gate remains open or
the Gatekeeper still in place, and the nature of theitems
gained by the Black Roseisasyet unknown.




Har monic Breakthrough

By Corban May
On Sunday, January 3rd, 599, amgjor advancewasmade

in harmonic magic. Notesrecovered on several adven-
turers detailed experiments with the creation of har-
monic focii. This experiment wasrep-

licated with suc- cess. Assistant
<7,

Guildmaster ‘ Kainon Andrews,
assisted by Tyrus 5 ; andAnastasia, was
ableto copy ahar- “’ monic focus of
Heal Disease. This IS an important suc-
cess because harmonic magic has no currently known
forma magic system. Harmonicfocii have been known
to exist, but previously, their manner of creation wasa
mystery.

GatesTest I ntelligence

A series of black gates have been opening lately in
Ravenholt. These gates open seemingly at random in
places where people are gathered. Those entering them
aregenerally presented puzzlesor riddlesto solve, and
arerewarded with treasure when they are successful.

The gates seem to be opened by otherplanar beingswho

L etter sto the People of Ravenholt

To the People of Ravenholt:

I would simply like to convey my many thanksto all
who helped me about amonth agowhen | cameto Raven-
holt seeking help.

| do not know any of you personally, and I’ m sorry to
say | didn’'tlearn names, either. Still | would liketo thank
here thosewho | do recall - the Court of Eastwyck, for
protecting mewhileasolution to my problem was sought
- the two Gypsies and al other townsfolk who fought
the two who hunted me, as| could not affect them my-
salf - thetwo men who love land so much, who stood as
my protectors while we were on the beach - and most
especialy | want to thank Captain Greymeir for giving
Mika, my former crew member, the proper funeral she
deserved, and for everything else hedid for me.

Thank you al! | am certain | would not be aliveif it
werenot for your help and protection against thosewho
hunted me. If | ever may be of servieto any of you, please
do not hesitate to call upon me at the Garson’s Bridge
Orphanage.

Humbly yours,
AribellaKid

are curiousand wish to study the people of Tyrra, possi-
bly in a search for other intelligent beings. The gates
have goneto variousother planes, including Fire, Dark-
ness, andAir.

In one case, these beings apparently needed i nexperi-
enced adventurersto retrieve an essence of shadow. The
group wasrifted to the plane of darkness and retrieved
the essence, however the rift was shunted and the ad-
venturers found themsel ves tested by riddles. Coellad
Arija solved or created most of the riddles the group
needed to return safely.

Other townsfolk who have entered these gatesinclude
Ulrich, Anddl of Maglstrom, members of Morbihan, and
many others. Each time those who pass the gate are
greeted with puzzles, riddles, and other tests of intelli-
gence or agility. Treasure generally appearsto reward
the successful. Some townsfolk have apparently been
offered information aswell.

Greetingsand Welcometo All!

Thisisto announcethe Grand Opening of the” Soldier’s
Rest Inn” on theweekend of February 5th through 7th,
599Y.E. We arelocated about two hours South and West
of Ravenholt City, following the shoreline of Lake
Ardynn. For our Grand Opening Weekend, therewill be
many various entertainmentsto delight the senses. Mu-
sic, Storytelling, Dance, Bardic Competition, and aCar-
nival are scheduled for your participation and enjoyment.
Bring your festive best for aweekend of enjoyment.

On asadder note, | am alsolooking to hire adventurers
to help solveamystery.

Anoldtraveling companion of minemet hisdemisein
someruinsnearby; asof thistimehehasnot resurrected.
| seek information asto the cause of hisdeath, and seek
to elminate the threat for the future prosperity of my
inn.



Public Notices

Anastasi and Johann: The gauntlet has been thrown
down. | takethe challengeyou so valiantly make. Know
now, that | will bethevictor. | accept no defeat.

Seeking ritual componentsof al varieties. Especially
therarest kinds. Will pay very well for them. Seek any
member of the ARC for details.

TheARC hasbought theritual scroll for channel harm
undead. The scroll hasalimited amount of uses, and so
we would like to make sure it gets utilized most effi-
ciently. All those interested in use of the scroll, please
contact amember of the ARC. Wewill determinewho
isbest qualified. Thank you.

Announcing the joining of Lochinvar MacLeod and
Annalyra MacBryan into the lifelong commitment of
marriage. The ceremony will be performed during the
spring thaw. We wish them along and prosperous mar-
riage together.

Voltreg and all their friendsand family at theARC

The group Omegais accepting applications from any
wishing to become members and/or serve as town
guardsmen. Contact Sheriff Logan.

L izardman Watches
Posted

Dueto the unusual freeze and thaw cyclesthis season,
it is anticipated by local weather prognosticators that
our lakes' Lizardman population may awaken earlier than
usual. Assuch, al citizensliving on any of Ravenholt's
numerous lakes and ponds are asked to keep watch for
any unusua activities.

Please do not attempt to apprehend any lizardmen that
do appear, unlesswell armed and traveling with others.
Report any odd happenings to a member of the town
guard or to the Ducal Guard.

Toall whowould hear:

Sir Valimar of the Court of Cumberland, has taken on
the mantle of Champion of Armsfor the Barony of Cum-
berland on the 9th day of October.

Onthe 11th day of October, 598, the position of Court
Healer was granted to Dulcinea Bronwyn.

- Baron Alan Moonwind

In case anyone waswondering, thetwo-handed coppered
sword that | found seemed to have beenin the posession
of thelate Jai. | returned it toitsformer owner, Voltreg.
If anyone has aWill written by Jai, or knows what he
wanted done with his other belongings, let me know.
Otherwise, | will guessthat hewould have wanted usto
usewhat he had for the good and defense of the Duchy.

Sheriff Logan

Wanted: | aminneed of Meteoric Iron, Lightning Storm
Focii, Lightning Bolt Focii, Elven Steel, Dwarven Stedl,
Dragon Iron, and any form of Elemental Earth in order
to fulfill an Order. Please contact Amra Asland Al-
Qadim! Safe Journey to you!

Missing

Seeking information on
the location of Aurora
Bronwyn. She has been
missing for some timeand
her family iSEXTREMELY
worried about her. Those
with ANY information
about her location, please,
pleasebring it by theARC
assoonaspossible. | thank
you in advance for
everyone’s assistance in
these endeavors.




